Dr. Kasx BECOMES ASSOCIATE CURATOR OF FISHES 

Dr. Jorn Laurence Kask has been appointed Associate Curator of Fishes in 
the California Academy of Sciences, and took up the duties of his new posi- 
tion on September 1. He will divide his time between work in the Steinhart 
Aquarium and care of the large collections in the Academy's Department of 
Ichthyology. He will be acting head of this Department during the absence 
of the Curator, Dr. Wilbert M. Chapman, who has been granted leave to 
serve as Senior Fisheries Specialist for the Office of Economic Warfare. 

Dr. Kask was formerly employed by the International Fisheries Commis- 
sion, and from 1941 to 1943 served as Assistant Director of the International 
Pacific Salmon Fisheries Commission. 

_ 
STUDENT MEETING ON OCTOBER g 

On SaTurpDAyY afternoon, October g, student members of the Academy will 
hold their first meeting following the summer vacation period. The meeting 
will be held at 2:00 o'clock, in Room 214, Simson African Hall. Members will 
recount their summer's experiences in collecting or observing insects, plants, 
and birds. Plans will be discussed for future meetings and field trips. All 
interested persons are invited. 
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October Announcement 


THE REGULAR OCTOBER MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will 
be held in Toland Hall, University of California Medical Center, Parnassus 
Street at Third Avenue, on Wednesday evening, October 6, 1943, at cight 
o'clock. The meeting will be devoted to a program in recognition of the 
quadricentennial of the publication of the great treatise on human anatomy 
by Andreas Vesalius, which laid the foundation of modern medicine. The 
speaker of the evening will be Dr. J. B. deC. M. Saunders, F.R-C.S., Chairman 
of the Department of Anatomy in the University of California Medical 
School, whose subject will be: 


AANDREAS VESALIUS, THE ANATOMIST 


Andreas Vesalius of Brussels was born at midnight on the turn of the years 
1513-1514. He came of a long line of medical men and his father was Apothe- 
cary to the Emperor Charles V, whom the son was to serve later as personal 
physician. Educated at the Universities of Louvain and Paris, he early came 
under the influence of, and actively participated in, the Humanistic move- 
ment of the Renaissance, with which is associated the recovery of ancient 
learning and the revival of Medicine. A host of learned and able translators 
had made available purified texts of Hippocrates, Galen, Aristotle and other 
medical authors. Vesalius was one of these translators and edited several of the 
works of Galen, whose anatomical writings were accepted as completely 
authoritative. 

Vesalius was appointed a Professor at the University of Padua when but 
twenty-three years of age. Of unsubtle mind and ferce energy, he began to 
make anatomy the positive basis of medicine by approaching the subject 
directly and discarding ancient authoritative tradition, He seized every oppor- 
tunity for personal dissection of the human body; frequented the grave yard, 
robbed the gallows, importuned the magistrates and even concealed cadavers 
beneath his bed. 

From his investigations he rapidly perceived that the anatomy of Galen 
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not only teemed with errors, but was based on the appearances of the Barbary 
ape. With the same restless energy he plunged into writing his master work, 
an enormous folio, “On the Fabric of the Human Body,” which was pub- 
lished in the year 1543, when Vesalius was but 28 years of age. Its publica- 
tion constitutes the first presentation of systematic new knowledge won by 
the observational method and marks the beginning of modern biology and 
medicine. 

The appearance of Vesalius’ great work attacking the authority of Galen, 
“Prince of Physicians,” lead to a storm of protest from the traditionalists. 
Headed by his former master, Sylvius of Paris, they decried him on every 
hand. Vesalius, in disgust and anger, resigned his University appointment 
and sought a position at the court of Charles V, where his great talents were 
forever buried. On the retirement of Charles, he served his son, Philip I. 

In 1564, it is said that while carrying out an autopsy on the body of a young 
nobleman, the heart was seen to contract under the stimulus of his manipula- 
tions. He was promptly accused of vivisecting man and compelled to make a 
pilgrimage to Palestine. On his homeward journey he was shipwrecked and 
drowned off the island of Zante in the Mediterranean. 

The year 1543 is perhaps the most remarkable in the history of Science, for 
a few weeks prior to the publication of Vesalius’ masterpiece appeared the 
great work of Nicholaus Copernicus “On the Revolution of the Heavenly 
Bodies,” the starting point of modern astronomy. The new eras of the Greater 
and the Lesser Universe thus arose simultaneously from the ashes of the past. 

The lecture will be illustrated by lantern slides, with a display of the 
original works of Vesalius and related authors. 

The public is cordially invited to hear Dr. Saunders. 


<> 
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its 
meeting of September 17, 1943, approved the applications of Mrs. C. D, Haw- 
ley, Mr. Hugh S. Jewett, Mr. Anatole Loukashkin, Miss Clare McGee, Miss 
Florence L. Maxwell, Mr. Wilfred G. Metson, Jr., and Mr. Brayton Wilbur, 
for MEMBERSHIP, and of Mr. Robert Westerberg and Mr. Laird Williams, 
for STUDENT MEMBERSHIP, in the California Academy of Sciences. If no 
objection to the election of these applicants be received at the office of the 
Academy within two weeks after September 30, they will be considered 


elected. 
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